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President’s Corner 
By Stephen Burns 
A Resolution or Commitment 


As we begin a New Year many people 
make New Year’s Resolutions: to be a better 
person, to lose weight, to eat healthier, to be 
kinder to others. The problem with New 
Year’s Resolutions is that as one person told 
me, “they are made to be broken.” Sunday, 
we sang these words: “O Jesus | have 
promised to serve Thee to the end.” After the 
service | began wondering how many believers 
treat their commitments to Jesus Christ like a 
New Year’s Resolution. What commitments 
have you made to the Lord over the years? 
Read the Bible daily, be a prayer warrior, give 
faithfully to the church and missions, care for 
and minister to others, be a witness for the 
Lord? As you look back over your life and 
commitments made, how faithful have you 
been in keeping those commitments? 

This summer’s Conference at 
Laurelville Church Center will focus on how 
we should be responding to “The God Whom 
You Serve.” This week information about 
Conference and registration forms have been 
sent out to all of the churches. Don’t delay in 
getting your Conference Registration in to the 
Orrville GBC. You won’t want to miss five 
days of great Bible teaching, missions 
updates, and fellowship, all in the mountains 
of western Pennsylvania. CGBCI Conferences 
are for the whole family: Children’s 
Conference, Youth Conference, Young Adult 
Conference, and Adult Conference. 

We look forward to seeing you this 
summer, June 40-July 4°"! 


ATTENTION! CONFERENCE 
RESERVATIONS 


aEven though the 
state of PA raised their lodging tax, our prices for 
the 2017 Conference are all inclusive as follows: 
Guesthouse and Solarhouse (hotel rooms) are 
$83.00 per night. The Motel rooms (only 9 of them) 
are $65 per night and are only available beginning 
Friday, June 30, 2017. The cottages sleep up to 16 
and have kitchen facilities. They are $250 per 
night. You can also camp. Water and electric sites 
are $24 per night and full hook up for RVs are $30 
per night. All lodging is on a first call reservation 
basis. You can see room pictures and grounds 
pictures at http: //www.laurelville.org/ 


MEAL INFORMATION: 

The meal package is $28.00 per person per day if 
you take all 3 meals. Individual meals are 
breakfast-$7.75; lunch-$9.50; and supper-$11.00. 
Children’s meals are less. That information is 
pending. 


You can make your reservations through the 
Orrville, Ohio Grace Brethren Church by sending an 
email (orrvillegrace@gmail.com) or by calling 330- 
683-3526. The reservation deadline is June 15, 
2017. After that date, lodging and meals are 10% 
more if available. 


MYANMAR (Burma) 
Pastor Bryan Maley, his son, Braiden, and Pastor Ike Graham left Saturday, January 14°", 2017 
for Myanmar. Please pray that a detailed strategy for reaching tribal groups, without the 
Gospel, and without a local church, can be accomplished when ee meet with the Myanmar 


Brethren. You may remember that these Brethren decided in May 


016 to partner with us to 


plant churches by subscribing without reservation to our Statement of Faith. Pray also for 


them as they teach the Bible at Dai Bible College in the city of Yangon. There are about 20 


students at the College preparing for minist 


. Pray also for their participation and teaching at 


the Brethren Conference in Mindat, January 20-22, 2017. They request prayer also for good 


health and safe travel. 
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PAPUA NEW GUINEA-NOYES AND SWENSONS 


On January 1, 2017, the Grace Brethren Church of Irasburg had a wonderful Commissioning Service for 
the Noyes and Swensons families who will be serving as full-time missionaries in Papua New Guinea. 
Special guests for this service included Pastor Dave and Tonya Swenson from S. Whitley, IN and Pastor 
Ike and Nancy Graham from Wooster, OH. Pastor Ike is on the Foreign Missions Panel and served as their 
representative. Later that day, a fellowship meal was hosted at a nearby church where approximately 
150 people from area churches came to say farewell to the missionaries. Please pray for both families: 

he Swensons fly out on January 16", and the Noyes depart on January 22". We praise Jesus for His 
awesome work! 


Note from the Craig and Sara Noyes- 

Dear Saints, as you read this we will be just about 1 week away from getting on a plane and flying to Papua 
New Guinea! In the last few weeks we’ve taken every one of our earthly possessions and put them into 4 
literal piles; get rid of it, store it long term, ship it to PNG, and bring it with us on the plane. It’s both 
surreal to see everything you own in piles like that and also freeing. It helps remind me that what | own is 
not who | am and all of that can be gone and we would be just fine. We are leaving on Jan. 22" and flying to 
Hong Kong, then on to PNG. Papua New Guinea will be 15 hours ahead of East coast time, so I’m sure it will 
take a little while for all of us to get used to that ©. When we arrive we will spend the first 4 months 
studying the national language and the general PNG culture. We will be in the city of Madang and will be 
right on the coast. We want to extend a great big thanks to the WMF for their generous gift to us as well as 
hundreds of others who give and pray sacrificially and faithfully! While we are in PNG we can receive mail 
and we thoroughly enjoy getting letters and packages! The address is below. For more information about 
mailing guidelines and advice, please go to our teammates’ webpage 

https: / /swensontribe.wordpress.com/care-packages/. | will also be posting more about this just before we 
depart. Once we are in PNG, the two primary ways we will be sending information are our email updates and 
Facebook. If you don’t get our emails, please let me know, and if we aren’t “friends”, let’s fix that! God 
bless and thanks again! 

Craig and Sara Noyes, C/O New Tribes Mission, Private Mail Bag, Madang, M.P. 511, Papua New Guinea 
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“Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path.” (Psalm 119:105). These words are 
precious and should be very encouraging to someone who is struggling to see what lies ahead. The future 
can be frightening for everyone. Where will | work? Who will | marry? Where will | live? Where will | go to 
church? Will | go to church at all? What changes will take place in the next year? Questions like these 
circle our brain and sometimes stress us out. This year at YCON, the focus of our studies, songs, and 
activities will be, “Survivor: Facing Life with God’s Word.” 

Like the television show, “Survivor”, we will be challenged to make wise, Biblical decisions, make 
good choices, and face obstacles that seem difficult all with the help of God’s word! Trusting God’s Word 
to be a lamp to our feet and a light to our path is the only way to make it through tough times, the many 
changes, and the hard decisions of this life. With God as our Father, Jesus as our Savior, and His Word as 
our sure foundation, we will survive not only this life, but will be guaranteed eternal life in the future. 
Please pray about joining us for YCON ’17 this June/July! Many activities, game times, Bible Study times, 
guest speakers, mission moments, and group worship times are being planned! Registrations, posters, and 
more information will be sent to each church shortly. Please see your Pastor or Youth Leader for more 
information. Come see if you have what it takes to SURVIVE! 


Prayer Requests and Praises from our Brethren 


Pastor Chip Jones: It is with a grateful heart that | can write this today! THANK YOU: Your prayers have 
been so evident as God showers us with His all sufficient grace. There are also those who have felt led of 
the Lord to help us out financially. THANK YOU and it has been a blessing to see how He knows our needs 
and moves in the hearts of the Brethren to help. Those who do feel led, make sure your local church 
comes first. 

This has been a blessed year. | am leading a monthly Bible Study in an assisted living complex, 
doing some co-teaching in our Life Group as | take a song and tell the story about it and then the 
significance of the words, and then we sing it together. The folks love to sing, and it is something that 
hasn’t been done in Life Group before, 

| will also be teaching an Adult Bible Study on Sunday mornings beginning the second Sunday in 
January! Peggy has been working with God’s Buddies (Special needs, teens through adult) on Sunday 
mornings, on a revolving schedule so she can attend the worship service. She is also working with the 
Sparks in AWANA every Wednesday evening. We are also in a choir as we cooperate with another local 
GBC. We were able to do a special dinner for the men in a Rescue Mission, and then we did the cantata. 


Dr. John and Norma Whitcomb: Norma and | would deeply appreciate your prayers as we continue the 
stressful process of moving into the home of our children, Don and Kim Whitcomb. Our house has not yet 
been sold. More important, we rejoice in many opportunities to distribute Gospel tracts, write books 
(Nehemiah and Isaiah 1-6), prepare specials papers (The Conversion of an Evolutionist), and speak for an 
hour every two to three weeks on World View Weekend radio with Brannon Howse. Sincerely in Christ, our 
soon-coming Savior! John and Norma Whitcomb 


News from the Fellowship Churches 


Listie GBC, PA-Pastor Chris Knight-Brethren, we are so blessed! Over the Christmas season, many things 
took place at Listie, GBC. Christmas caroling, an AWANA Christmas program with record attendance, a 
very special Christmas Eve service, and times of fellowship are just a few of the events that took place. 
The Lord has allowed, in the past month, for two people to join the church and has also brought 3 or 4 
people who would like to follow the Lord in being baptized. This year is a special year for Listie GBC 
because it is our 125" anniversary! We praise the Lord for 125 years of consecutive service to the Listie 
community through the works of 33 pastors and many of God’s people. We look forward to what God has 
in store for His church! 


Lakeland GBC, Warsaw, IN-Pastor Russ Simpson-At Lakeland GBC, we have a determined group of 
carolers. Not only did we have a number of teens, but we also had three with us singing from wheelchairs. 
One of them spreading cheer and enjoying the caroling was Adez Miller who is 99! We were quite the 
entourage going through the halls of Grace Village. 
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Peru GBC, Peru, IN-Pastor Dave Jodry: Pastoral Position Available: The Peru Grace Brethren Church is 
seeking a man who has thorough Biblical training/education to join our team of Elders as a full-time 
Associate Pastor. We would like for him to have a heart for family/children’s ministries and, in particular, 
to lead our youth ministry. He will also share in the preaching, teaching, and worship service ministries 

ith the Senior Pastor. This Associate position includes, but is not limited to, these areas of responsibility. 
Please send letter of interest and resume to: The Council of Elders, Peru Grace Brethren Church, 430 
South Broadway, P O Box 552, Peru, Indiana 46970. 


Orrville Grace Brethren School of Theology 
Orrville Grace Brethren School of Theology is preparing to Live Stream “New Testament Synthesis” 


taught by Pastor Ike Graham for the 2017 Spring Semester. The course is both a survey of the New 
Testament and also how the New Testament fits together. Emphasis is on the chronological sequence of 
the New Testament while at the same time explaining God’s purpose and highlighting important 
theological points in this revelation from God. 

This is an entry level course and is, therefore, recommended for anyone in the church. Those 
taking it for credit will have required reading, quizzes and 2 exams. Required reading is from 3 main 
sources. You may want to purchase “Personalities Around Paul” by D. Edmond Hiebert for your own 
personal reference, as well as use in this course. 

The class meets each Saturday, starting January 28", at 8:30 a.m. and will conclude on April 22"° 
with the exam scheduled for the following Saturday (April 29"). The cost is $50 if you audit it, and $100 if 
you take it for credit. If you are interested or would like more information, please contact Joshua 
Steiner at strivingforphilippians314@gmail.com or 330.683.3526. Please let him know by January 19°" so 
that the syllabus can be sent to you. 


NEWS FROM OUR HOME MISSIONARIES 


Still Waters Fellowship, Morrice, MI, Peter and Rachel Stergios- 
| am really excited by the work of the Lord in Morrice. On the one hand, the lack of physical growth in 
numbers has been somewhat disheartening, because | think that we all hoped that it would take off faster 
than it has. However, one lesson that | have learned is that not all growth can be measured in numbers. 

e have experienced an incredible year of faith as we have relied upon the Lord. And the Lord has been 
faithful through it all! 

Recently, we have made several new contacts in the community that have shown us the need for 
Christ in this small town. One family that we have reached out to turned out to be 7th Day Adventist. 
Coming into contact with people who come so close to the truth, and yet fall prey to some key doctrinal 
errors, is truly heart-wrenching! However, we serve a powerful God, and we must be in prayer for them, 
specifically for the work of the Holy Spirit to unveil the errors so that they can come to the truth. Another 
neighbor (Jeff) in the community was recently involved in a bad car accident, and suffered several broken 
ribs. Although he professes to be Catholic, he had never heard of the need to form a personal relationship 
with Christ before. He was willing to listen, but so far has not made any decisions to accept the free gift of 
Salvation that is offered to him. Please pray for him, that the Lord would work in his heart to bring him to 
Salvation. 

In an effort to become more effective witnesses for the Gospel, our church will be going through a 
couple of courses teaching some techniques of evangelism and how to share the Gospel in a smooth and 
natural way. We are very excited about this opportunity to hone our skills in order to become even more 
useful in the cause for Christ! On a personal note, my wife (Rachel) and | are currently exploring a possible 
opportunity to move into the town of Morrice itself. It would result in a significant drop in cost of living, 
and would allow us to be an active part of the community that we are trying to reach without having to 
commute in order to minister to the people there. Please pray for wisdom and direction as we explore this 
option. 

A praise that we have (although it may seem insignificant) is for our new sign that we were able to 
have made! We now are able to have a way of identifying our meetinghouse, and allow the community to 
know that we are here. It isn't much, but it is something that we have been praying about for awhile, and 
God opened a door to get a really good price. 

For upcoming plans, we are planning to host a Super Bowl party in an attempt to reach a number of 
families nearby. During half time, we will be able to present the Gospel message, and share Christ with all 
Who attend. Please pray for a good turn-out! 

Thanks again for all of your prayers and support. 
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NEWS FROM OUR HOME MISSIONARIES, continued 


From the Krans- 

The holidays provided the opportunity to do a wonderful Hanukkah outreach which was attended 
by roughly 40 people including 3 Jewish believers we know. We continue to marvel at the wonderful 
partnership that has been created between us and Hillside Southern Baptist. The church now has Jewish 
missions on the radar in a way that they never did before our work. In my meeting with Pastor Brian, he 
commented on the fact that he has met very few Jewish believers that were theologically balanced and 
sound, and is thrilled by the work of teaching and proclaiming that is being done by us here in the 
Valley. 

The usual First Fridays outreach in January did not work quite as was expected. For the first 
Friday after New Year’s, the downtown area was pretty much dead, the usual streets that were blocked 
off were not blocked off, and there was virtually no usual downtown lighting. Put another way, it 
seems as though first Fridays in January did not actually occur. If there was any first Friday’s event 
downtown in January, it was certainly below the radar. 

One of the exciting things coming up will be a faith and film outreach on January 21st. There 
will be the showing of a good film called “Denial”. This film is about a woman who is sued for 
slander by a British man for claiming that he was a Holocaust denier in a British court. This is 
based on a true story. We will then break up in discussion groups, one of which | will facilitate 
to discuss important questions like; what does this film say about absolute truth, can we know 
historical truth and how, and what are the possible ramifications of relativism? This will act as 
a springboard for putting forth the biblical worldview in the gospel as a cornerstone to that 
worldview. This sort of outreach is particularly good with young secular Jewish people, and 
avoids the pitfall of simply showing a Christian film and expecting the unsaved, specifically 
unsaved Jewish people, to attend. 

For those following Gavi’s adventure, she is safely back in Argentina. She’s beginning 
school and her Spanish is greatly improved. Although | am a tea drinker, | have discovered that 
| do not like mate, and it is an acquired taste. Rivkah is now back to her “normal working 
hours.” 

Finally, our Havarah has started meeting at Hillside on Saturday morning at 10 o’clock. 
We have two families that would love to see a congregation form out of our work. | am looking 
toward working with one of these families, who is musically inclined, to help with doing an 
Isaiah 53 table near a Jewish neighborhood and providing some music. Please be praying for the 
expansion of the Isaiah 53 table ministry to include some more times during the cooler winter 
and spring months on top of the use of an Isaiah 53 table at First Fridays. 


“THE VOICE NEWSLETTER” is the communication tool of the Conservative Grace Brethren Churches 
International. News or mailing updates should be sent to Tara Bradley at stbradley84@comcast.net, or 
at 535 S Broadway, Peru, IN 46970 or by phone at 765.475.3316 by the 20" of the month. 


